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which discourage the investigation and pros-
ecution of such activities; 

Whereas the continued, large-scale trans-
portation of narcotic and psychotropic drugs 
and other controlled substances from Mexico 
into the United States is very detrimental to 
the vital interests of the United States; 

Whereas not later than March 1, 1996, the 
President must determine and report to Con-
gress pursuant to section 490A(b) of the For-
eign Assistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 
2291k(b)) whether Mexico has taken suffi-
cient steps to combat international nar-
cotics trafficking: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the President should not 
make the following certifications pursuant 
to section 490A(b)(1) of the Foreign Assist-
ance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2291k(b)(1)): 

(1) That Mexico has cooperated fully with 
United States in controlling narcotic and 
psychotropic drugs and other controlled sub-
stances, and activities relating to such drugs 
and substances, as set forth in subparagraph 
(A) of that section. 

(2) That vital national interests of the 
United States require United States assist-
ance to Mexico or multilateral development 
bank assistance for Mexico. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

RETIREMENT OF CONGRESS-
WOMAN BARBARA VUCANOVICH 

∑ Mr. BRYAN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to honor Congresswoman BAR-
BARA F. VUCANOVICH for her many 
years of public service, particularly in 
the House of Representatives. She has 
represented the State of Nevada’s Sec-
ond District for 14 years and is the first 
woman from Nevada elected to Federal 
office. 

Representative VUCANOVICH has 
served in many leadership capacities 
during her time on Capitol Hill, includ-
ing her current position as secretary of 
the House Republican Conference for 
the 104th Congress. She is a member of 
the House Appropriations Committee, 
and chairwoman of the Military Sub-
committee. Congresswoman VUCANO-
VICH is also a member of the Sub-
committee on the Interior, the Sub-
committee on Veterans’ Affairs, Hous-
ing and Urban Development, and Inde-
pendent Agencies. 

As members of the Nevada delega-
tion, Congresswoman VUCANOVICH and I 
have worked together to prevent the 
practice of source taxation, which un-
fairly burdened the residents of our 
State. Representative VUCANOVICH has 
also been an ally in our fight to protect 
Nevada from becoming a high-level nu-
clear waste repository. She has been 
active in promoting travel and tourism 
to benefit Nevada’s economy. 

Representative VUCANOVICH dem-
onstrated remarkable personal courage 
in her battle with cancer. She never 
permitted the disease to slow her down, 
never missing a congressional vote in 
the midst of her treatment. She has 
worked to help increase public aware-
ness of this disease and how it may be 
detected and treated. 

I am pleased to recognize Congress-
woman BARBARA F. VUCANOVICH for her 
many years of public service and dedi-

cation to the State of Nevada and the 
people she represents, and I wish her 
and George the very best in the fu-
ture.∑ 

f 

A VOTE AGAINST THE NINTH CR 

∑ Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I rise 
today to discuss my vote against the 
continuing resolution on Friday, Janu-
ary 26. 

The CR under which the Government 
is now operating is the ninth con-
tinuing resolution for fiscal 1996. That 
is four more CR’s for 1 fiscal year than 
we have ever passed before. And we can 
be sure, come March 15, that we will be 
traveling down this road again. 

This CR continues a dangerous and 
chaotic policy of haphazardly appro-
priating funds, while leaving State and 
local governments, Federal employees, 
and millions of Americans who depend 
on the Federal Government uncertain 
of the future. 

This uncertainty can be traced in 
large part to the fact that months into 
fiscal 1996, the Republican controlled 
Congress has yet to complete work on 
all 13 appropriations bills. 

This congressional foot dragging has 
brought us to the point we’re at today: 
With a CR that is nothing more than a 
cynical attempt, by those who held the 
Government hostage and then didn’t 
get their way, to dismantle critically 
important Federal programs in a piece-
meal and indiscriminate fashion. 

Let me be clear on one point: I am 
absolutely committed to balancing the 
budget. In 1981, I was one of six Sen-
ators to vote against President Rea-
gan’s budget, which I may add got us 
into this mess in the first place. I co-
sponsored the Gramm-Rudman Deficit 
Reduction Act and just last October, I 
was 1 of 19 Senators to vote for the 
Simon-Conrad bill that would balance 
the budget in 7 years with CBO num-
bers. 

More important, after the havoc 
wreaked by the Republicans during the 
last Government shutdown, I am com-
mitted to seeing the Government stay 
open and Federal employees at their 
desks. 

Continuing resolutions, Government 
shutdowns, and legislative blackmail 
are simply no way to run the Federal 
Government. 

The majority party says we must bal-
ance the budget to protect our children 
from inheriting a crushing debt. Yet at 
the same time we hear this rhetoric, 
the majority is passing a CR that di-
rectly harms our children’s future by 
eliminating $3.1 billion from education 
programs—the largest cut in education 
funding in American history. 

Education is not alone. This CR 
would cut back funding by 25 percent 
for the Cops on the Beat Program, 
summer jobs programs for disadvan-
taged youth, and environmental clean-
up. How can this Congress claim it is 
protecting children at the same time it 
is cutting money to keep communities 
safe and our water and air clean? 

The majority party came into Wash-
ington with the slogan ‘‘Promises 
Made, Promises Kept.’’ Well if their 
promises were to shut down the Gov-
ernment, eliminate money for edu-
cation and the environment, cut Medi-
care and Medicaid, raise taxes on work-
ing families, and now hamstring the 
Federal Government’s efforts to main-
tain its responsibilities and obliga-
tions, then I suppose they have kept 
their promises. 

I am hopeful that at some point in 
the future we will take our cue from 
President Clinton’s State of the Union 
call for reconciliation by reaching a bi-
partisan agreement on how to balance 
the budget. Until then, this Govern-
ment will stumble from CR to CR while 
millions of Americans suffer.∑ 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE SESQUI-
CENTENNIAL OF TEXAS STATE-
HOOD 

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed 
to immediate consideration of Senate 
Concurrent Resolution 40, submitted 
earlier by Senators HUTCHISON and 
GRAMM. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 40) to 

commemorate the sesquicentennial of Texas 
statehood. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection to the immediate consider-
ation of the concurrent resolution? 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the concurrent 
resolution. 

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, I 
rise today to commemorate a very spe-
cial event in the history of my State. 
This recognition is almost identical to 
one passed by the Texas State Legisla-
ture on March 7, 1995. 

Just last month, on December 29, 
1995, Texas celebrated the sesqui-
centennial of their statehood. Unlike 
all other States ever admitted, we gave 
up the sovereignty of an independent 
republic to join the Union. 

On March 1, 1845, Congress passed a 
resolution inviting the Republic of 
Texas to join the Union, and a special 
convention of Texans met to consider 
it, under the leadership of Thomas Jef-
ferson Rusk. The convention accepted 
the offer on July 4, and its decision was 
ratified by the people in October. We 
submitted a constitution, which Con-
gress accepted on December 29. 

Rusk went on to become the first 
U.S. Senator from Texas, and I, the 
great-granddaughter of his law partner, 
now hold his seat. Taylor and Rusk had 
signed the Texas Declaration of Inde-
pendence from Mexico in 1836. 

Texans mark the 29th, quietly, as the 
commencement of our statehood, al-
though we didn’t lower the Lone Star 
and post the Stars and Stripes until 
February 19, 1846. We must have been 
happy with statehood in 1955, because 
we expressly renounced the right to fly 
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